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Picking Apples

B> The apple farm was having a picking party. Ren and her family had
come to enjoy the fun. Ren could see a hayride and a man painting
faces. There was even a woman juggling five apples above her head.

Ren wanted to pick apples first. She ran to the nearest free. Smiling,
Ren pulled off a big red apple. She opened her mouth wide. Crunch!
As she took a bite, sweet juice ran down her chin. Ren quickly ate the
apple. Now it was time to get to work. Ren filled her basket so she would
have lots of apples fo eat at home.

After picking red apples, Ren went fo a tree that had green apples.
These apples were not very sweet, but they made tasty pies and cakes.
Ren got another basket. She picked as many apples as she could. When
she tried fo lift the basket, Ren could not pick it up. It was too heavy.
Ren's mother smiled and asked her fo get a wagon. Together, they put
both of their baskets on the wagon and pulled it to their car.

The important work was done. Now Ren was ready fo have fun. She
went to get her face painted. Ren looked at all the pictures. Then she
saw the one she wanted. When the man was done painting, Ren had a
big red apple on her cheek.
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Shape Art

B> It was time for art. The teacher told the children that spring had
come. He asked them fo draw a picture of something that showed the
season.

Jed put his hands in his lap. He did not think he knew how to draw.
The teacher asked Jed what was wrong.

“I am not good at drawing,” Jed said.

~ "Think of everything you see as a group of shapes,” said the teacher.
“A house has a square wall and a friangle roof. Just draw the shapes.”

Jed looked out the window. He saw a tree that was just starting to
grow new leaves. He looked at the tree to find shapes.

First, Jed drew a long brown rectangle for the trunk. He drew more
thin rectangles at the top of the frunk to make branches.

Which shape could Jed use to make the leaves? He looked out the
window again. Jed drew some green ovals on the branches.

Jed had placed the tree in the middle of the paper. He thought it
looked funny. So Jed made a line under the frunk fo show the ground.
Now the tree needed roots. He drew long thin friangles at the bottom of
the frunk.

Something was still missing from Jed’s picture. He looked out the
window and saw a red bird. Now Jed knew just what his tree needed.
He drew a red bird with ovals for the head and body. Triangles made
the bill and wings. Jed titled his picture, “Spring tree.’
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The Talking Stone

B> The teacher gathered the students info a circle. He held up a white
sfone in his hand.

“This is a talking stone,” he told his students. "It helps us take turns so
everyone has a chance to talk and a chance fo listen. If we all speak
at once, no one can hear. We can use the stone to help us. If you have
the stone, it is your fime to talk. If you do not have the stone, it is your
time to listen. This way we can share, and everyone can hear.”

Then the teacher asked the students to share something special
they had done that day.

Jen raised her hand quié:kly. She wanted to share something that no
one else would share. She wanted to talk about feeding the lizard. When
the teacher passed the stone to another child, Jen put her hand down.
It was her turn fo listen.

The stone moved slowly. One girl talked about drawing pictures in
art. Another boy talked about counting seeds in math. No one talked
about the lizard.

Soon Tom held the stone. He sat beside Jen. Tom pointed to the
lizard and fold how he helped feed it. Then he passed the stone to Jen.

Jen took the stone. She could not think of anything special fo say.
Jen looked at the stone. Then she knew what to say.

"I liked passing the talking stone,” Jen said. "It helped me remember
all the fun things we did today.”
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Star Pitcher

B> My big sister is on the high school softball team. She is the pitcher.
She tries to throw the ball so that the batter cannot hit it. My sister is
a very good pitcher. In one game, she threw the ball so well that the
other team could not get even one hit. After that game, she got her
picture in the newspaper. The headline said “Star pitcher throws no-
hitter.” I liked that headiine. It called my sister a star.

My parents and I go fo as many of my sister's games as we can.

We sit with all the other fans. Some of the fans go to my sister’s school.
Other fans just like fo watch softball. All the fans clap when my sister
throws the ball past the batter. If the batter misses the ball three times,
she is out. When that happens, the fans cheer.

Being a star pitcher takes a lot of practice. Sometimes my sister takes
me to practice with her. I sit very quietly and watch her work on her
pitching. She also runs and works out to stay in shape. My sister says that
being in shape is an important part of softball. She says it also keeps you
healthy. Sometimes we go for short runs together so I can be in shape,
too.

I like watching my sister play softball. Even when her team doesn't
win, I know my sister is a star.
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